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 I began to arrange charity
dress-down days at work to see if
I could raise money for the ‘Hope for
Hollie’ campaign. 

How it all began
In 2009, I was invited to attend a charity ball 
along with some friends, to raise funds for a 
local campaign called ‘Hope for Hollie’. The only 
knowledge I had of the campaign was what I had 
read in the local press and from the fact that Hollie 
was the younger sister of a boy in my daughter’s 
class. 

 That invitation acceptance
affected me more than I ever
expected it to. 

What happened next
Following the ball that evening, I knew I wanted to 
learn more about NP-C and wanted to help in any 
way I could.

“I just keep thinking of 
the word hope....I hope 
one day a cure will be 
found for Hollie”



In 2010, the ‘Hope for Hollie’ campaign was 
organising its next ball and this time I got a group 
of 30 of us to attend. The following year I was 
approached to join the ‘Hope for Hollie’ campaign 
committee and as a result I got to know Helen 
Carter, Hollie’s mum, very well and we have now 
become great friends.
 
As a family we have all embraced fundraising since 
I joined the ‘Hope for Hollie’ campaign committee 
in 2011. I talked my husband into doing a sky dive, 
my 17 year old son has raised £1,800 by writing and 
presenting a speech during his school musical and 
my daughter helps out at all our ‘Hope for Hollie’ 
campaign events. 

Obviously when you become friends with someone 
you also get to know their family. The Carters are a 
normal family with three lovely children: two boys 
and a girl.

 From the moment I met Hollie, I
fell in love with her. She is one of 
the funniest little girls I know. She is
good fun to be with, yes, she can be
hard work, but I have a daughter 
as well and what eight year old 
isn’t hard work? 

What the future holds
I find it hard to think that Hollie is living with a 
ticking time bomb called NP-C and that none of us 
know when she is going to show more signs of this 
terrible disease. 

I sometimes wonder how her parents cope every 
day; I don’t think I could be so strong. I sometimes 
feel close to tears if I drop Hollie at school and 
watch her running off with her friends like every 
other little girl. 

I try not to think about when Hollie gets poorly. In 
my head I just keep thinking of the word hope....I 
hope that one day a cure will be found for Hollie and 
everyone who suffers with NP-C.

 I don’t know how we will cope
as a family. At the moment, all I
want to focus on is ways to raise
money and raise awareness of
Niemann-Pick type C disease.  
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